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Sunday 27 September 2009 

 
The HSBC FEI European Eventing Championships: 

Double victory for Great Britain 
 

Final individual and team rankings  
 
 

The last day of the HSBC FEI European Eventing Championships was also in line with the many 
developments which occurred throughout this action-packed competition.  The second horse inspection 
which was held this morning bears witness to this. Flint Curtis, Oliver Townend’s horse did not pass the 
inspection. Therefore it was the end of the competition for the British rider and his horse. Our Vintage, 
the horse of the Belgian rider Constantin van Rijckevorsel, as well as two French horses, Espoir de la 
Mare (Jean Teulère) and Expo du Moulin (Arnaud Boiteau) were not presented: this was disastrous for 
the French team. 
Forty riders took part in the show jumping test, and competed in reverse order of the provisional line-up, 
with the leading riders jumping in the afternoon.  Despite one down and four faults, the British rider 
Kristina Cook/ Miners Frolic won the European Champion title individually, ahead of fellow Brit Piggy 
French / Some Day Soon (silver medal winner ) and the German rider Michael Jung / la Biosthétique Sam 
FB (bronze medal winner). 
As for the French riders, Didier Dhennin / Ismène du Temple had a wonderful round, and were the best 
French couple, finishing in 5th position individually. 
The results for the British riders in the team rankings were confirmed by their great performance during 
these 4 days of competition.  
 They were crowned team European Champions, ahead of Italy (silver medal winners) and Belgium 
(bronze medal winners).  
 
Results: 
Final individual ranking: 
European Champion 2009: Kristina Cook / Miners Frolic (GB) 46.7 penalties 
Silver medal winner: Piggy French / Some Day Soon (GB) 47.3 penalties 
Bronze medal winner: Michael Jung / La Biosthétique Sam FB (GER) 49.0 penalties 
- Final team rankings:  
European Champions 2009: Great-Britain 160.50 penalties 
Silver medal winners: Italy 253.20 penalties 
Bronze medal winners: Belgium 317.60 penalties 

Full results available on: www.fontainebleau2009.com 
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Riders’ impressions … after the show jumping test 

 
Didier Dhennin/ ISMENE DU TEMPLE (FRA)  
“Naturally, I am disappointed as I was not very far from being on the podium. I still find it difficult to 
handle this kind of course.” 
 
Cédric Lyard /JESSY MAIL (FRA)  
“The course was not very easy and the horses were tired after the cross country test. The error on the 
course was my fault as my horse jumped well. He did what was required of him. I am satisfied with my 
round.”  
 
Lionel Guyon / METISSE DE LALOU (FRA)  
“These four faults are my fault without a doubt. I am pleased with my mare, she jumped well. She is 9 
years old and has great future ahead of her. I am pleased to have performed in my first European 
Championships in this way.”  
 
Rodolphe Scherer/ MAKARA DE MONTIEGE (FRA)  
“My mare was really, really wonderful! She is only 9 years old and keeps improving in dressage and 
show jumping. Now she needs to become more consistent, but on the cross country course she was 
fabulous.” 
 
Eric Vigeanel / CORONADO PRIOR (FRA) 
“It was wonderful! Show jumping has always been his strong point, but it is always hard with him when 
there are fences which are positioned next to the stands. When the public applauded, he stopped paying 
attention for a few seconds, which explains why he made a mistake on the last fence.  But Coronado has 
performed amazingly for his last years of competition. Now it is time for him to retire: he will only 
complete in small classes with my friend.”  
 
Stanilas De Zuchowicz: / QUIRINAL DE LABASTIDE (FRA ) 
“Naturally, I am a bit disappointed because we wanted to have good results and I made one mistake too 
many there, which was a shame. I did not have a very good round! Quirinal still has a lot of room for 
improvement, which is encouraging for the future.”  
 
Thierry Touzaint, (national selector of the French team): 
“We are used to winning medals during the Championships and we could have been on the podium here. 
But two of our team horses were out of the competition, one with a run out, and the other one because of 
health problems…this is the second setback after the Olympic Games in Beijing and it is very tough!     
But it is typical of this discipline. It was possible to win a medal but we cannot blame Nicolas because we 
have often won medals thanks to him. As for Espoir, we did not think that he would have a problem with 
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his left foreleg.  It is a shame for Espoir to finish his high level career like this. I would like to thank Jean 
and Espoir for the career that they have had together. Above all, I am disappointed for the riders. What is 
reassuring is that there are others horses waiting in the wings like Quirinal, Métisse or Tatchou. 
 
Kristina Cook/ MINERS FROLIC (GB) = European Champi on individually  
“As a matter of fact, this win is a bit like a rebirth for me. However I believe that I am very lucky to have 
to my horse. For me, my team is very important: it rallies round and reassures me, because this is not just 
a simple individual competition, but a team event as well. I am very pleased for Great Britain.”   
 
Piggy French / SOME DAY SOON (GB) = Silver medal winner individually  
“I am still in shock having won a medal and above all I am very proud of my horse which gave 110% for 
me during the last three days. For me it was an exceptional personal performance. I was under pressure 
but I performed in this competition with pleasure and I gave it my best shot.   I did not have any particular 
expectation, so miracles do occur!” » 
 
Michael Jing/ LA BIOSTHETIQUE-SAM FB (GER) = Bronze  medal winner individually 
“I was the only lucky one today and therefore I did my best. I am proud and grateful to my horse as it is 
the third medal that I have won with him, but it is a huge disappointment for my team.”  
 
Katherine Lucheschi, Italian team Leader 
“It is a wonderful time for Italy, as in a period of six weeks it is the second medal that we have won (team 
silver medal winners at the European Show Jumping Championships in Windsor, in August), which is 
going to permit the development of competitive sport in Italy. Lastly, I would like to say a big thank you 
to the stewards for the organisation and to HSBC and Generali.”    

 


